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March 20, 1939 


Mr. Bishop; 
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RE: JAMES EARL RAY 

ASSASSlixATlON OF MARllN LUTHER KIN 
BUREAU COOPERATION IN A BOOK 

By informal memorandum dated March 11, 19iiS, 


Mr. Bishop— ^ 

Camper ^ 

X\r. CaUahan 

Mr. Conrad V 

Mr. 

K Cale 
RoaeM 

' kU. SulUvan 
kir. Taval — 
ku. Troiur 
TuU. 

Mi»K • 

kliat 


Mr. DcLoach suggested that consideration be given to our cooperating 'j* 

with a friendly author, or with "The Rea^*'r's Digest," in tne preparatiSSlv/ ! 


of a book. re|.;arding the Miirtin Lut.ier King murder case, 
tliis suggestion, Uie Director noted, 'XD. K. " 


With regard to 


Witn regard to this matter, "The Reader's Digest" has 
advised Lial it would greatly appreciate the ojiportunity to do a book 
on Uie Riiy-King case with Bureau cooiieration. If we approve, 

"Tne Reader's Digest" plans to contact Jim Bishop in an effort to place 
him under contract to write tlie book for them. 

Jim Bishop is, of course, a very thorough and capable 
writer with whom we have nad many contacts over the years. With the 
Director's approval, we worked witli Bishop in connection with his latest 
published book, "The Day Kennedy Was Shot, " which contains a number 
of favorable references to tlie FBI. The Director has written Bishop on 
several occasions concerning commendatory columns* -including one in 
1967 highly praising the Director as "Uie greatest law enforcement officer 
in all history. " 

Even though Bishop has been described in Bufiles as 
"somew/ial pominus and a little overbearing at times," he' nonetheless 
has boUi Uie name and ability to produce a book on tlie King case wliich 
would give proper credit to the outstanding work done by the FBI. According'^^ 
ly. It is recommended that approval be given to our cooperating with 
"The Reader's Digest" and Jim Bishop on Uiis book. 

' I • ' 

Sincerely, ^ ' 
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